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BAPTISM 


In Favour of the Duty Incumbent on 


Godfathers and Godmothers. 


Whatſoever ye would that men ſhnld do unto you ; even ſo 
do unto them; fir this is the Law and the Prophets. 
Mat. 7. 12. 

Suffer the little Children to come unte ma, and farbid them 
nat, for of ſuch is the Kingaom of G; verily I jay unto 
you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of Grd as 4 
little child: he ſhall not enter therein, Mark 10. 14, 15. 


— — —— 


L 0 N D 0 N 4 
Printed for H. Bomocke, at the Red Lion 
in St. Pax/'s Church-yard. 1701. 


| | 


1 


READER 


Know not whether more have been 
I frihten'd from undertaking the chari- 
table Office of Godfather or Godmother 
upon the account of Pocket-charge, or a Spi- 
ritual one; the opinion that none can ſafely 

be ſurety, promiſe and engage for another, 
| (if for himſelf”) that he ſhall renounce the 
Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and 
Vanity of this wicked World, and all the 

ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh ;, that he ſhall be- 
lieve all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith; and keep God's holy Will and Com- 
mand mente, and walk in the ſame, all thc 
days of his Life. 

If we were to ſing of the mout- of the 
| Leaſt of theſe + I cannot tell which to attri- 
' bute the Tithe to, rather than the other, 
| if not its ten thouſands (at the leaſt) to 
each. God forbid that they both together 


A 3 ſhonld 


To the Reader. 


ſhould ever have been able to flay ſo many, 

or but let die without being born again, © 
born of Water and of the Holy Ghoſt ; bu © 
if perſiſted in, take heed that the Church be. 
tween them both, be not ground as between 
two Milſtones. 

Let it therefore not be thought imperti- 
nent, if the following Diſcourſe both try ti) | 
perſwacle Men to be contented to be at char. 
ges with them that come to be purified, or 
to take a Vow on them, Acts 21. 23, 24. 
And alſo to free the Mind and Conſcience 
from panick fear, unreaſonable ſcruple, and 
uncharitable doubt; by endeauouring ti 
ſhew both the true meaning of the Church" 
in its ſo dreaded office, and the Gennine 
ſenſe of the moſt promiſſory words of it. 

And let it be held a mighty recompeuce 
of reward thereof, if the Author's pains 
be crowned with the happy ſucceſs of win- 
ning upon any, tho but to the increaſe of 
one to the number of thoſe (Titus 3. 5.) 
Javed by the waſhing of Regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 
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1. E that conſults the Rubrick 
of | and the Order of Miniſtration 
5. 1 of Baptiſm, may find it the 


> Opinion of the Church, that 

it is moſt convenient for Baptiſm to be 
adminiſtred on Sundays or other Holy- 
days, when moſt number of People come 
A 3 together 


1 


together; becauſe, ſays it, in its reaſon 


why, in the Baptiſm of Infants, every 


Man preſent may be put in remembrance , 
of his own Profeſſion made to God in 
his Baptiſm. His own profeſſion; as if 


the Church did look upon the Profeſſion 
to be the Baptized Perſon's own. 


And in the Church-Catechiſtn it is de- 


manded, What the Godfathers and God- 
mothers did for the catechiſed Perſon in 


Baptiſm; the Anſwer is, They did pro- 


miſe and vow in my Name; it goes on, 
Doſt thou not think that thou art bound to 
believe and to do as they have promiſed | 


for thee? The Anſwer is, Tes. 


Again in the Sacraments, I hat is re- 
quired of Perſons to be Baptized £ The 
Anſwer is, Repent ance and Faith. Why 
then are Infants Baptized, when by reaſon 


of their tender Age, they cannot perform 


them ? The Anſwer is, Becauſe they pro- 
miſe them both by their Sureties, which pro- 
miſe, when they come to Age, themſelves | 


are bound to perform. 


hs | 


(3-7 


Who can read theſe things and ima- 


gine, that the Church means to impoſe 
the doing of things undertaken and en- 
gaged for, upon the Sponlors ? 


Beſide, in Reaſon, how can it be ask- 
ed or deſired of any one, to undertake 
that an Infant ſhall be a good Man, or 


Woman; and to Promiſe and Vow to 
God, that ſuch a Child ſhall not hereai- 


ter be aſhamed of Chriſt, or cowardly 


run from his Banner, but continue his 


faithful Soldier and Servant unto its 


d | Life's end? 


0 


Therefore, if you ſay why ſhould any 


ſuch matters be propounded at all to the 
| Sureties? Why? Firſt, ſuppoſe Baptiſm 
to be a Covenanting with God, and that 
there is ſomewhat to be engaged for on 


the Baptized Perſon'spart ; and foraſmuch 


2s Infants are not capable of Covenant- 


ing for themſelves in their own Perſons, 
[ 


or ſo much as inwardly to give their 
Aſtent to the Agreement made with 
God for them in Baptiſm : How can 

there 


(4) | 
there any at all be made but by Proxy 
or Repreſentative > And the Church © 
thought fit to appoint three at the leaſt, © 
the Reaſon of which let me no mot 
diſpute, or cavil at, than if the Law ap- 
pointed, that a Man's Will or Teſte 
ment ſhould have three Witneliles, or 
not be of force; or if that thought fr 
that two Witneſſes ſhould be the leaf! 
number to make Treaſon; ſo, if it 
thought one ſufficient to prove telony 
upon a Man. 


And as to the Promiſes being utter d 
by the mouth of the Godfathers and, 
Godmothers: If no words can be utterd 
in behalf of another, without immedi- 
ately and abſolutely affecting the Perſon 
pronouncing them: Will you then ſay, 
That a Common Cryer in a Court, 
does proclaim a great full- mouth d Lye 1 
in the face of it, every time he makes 
ſuch Proclamation as this; My Lord, 
the King's Juſtice does ſtraitly charge 
and command all Perſons whatſoever to; 
keep ſilence while Judgment is pronounc- 
ing? If this be the Courſe and Fo! 

0 
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of Law, do you reckon the Cryer to be 
guilty of a Lye in rehearſing of thoſe 
words, unleſs the Judge did ſtraitly 
charge and command ſilence? or is he 
underſtood to ſpcak what the Judge by 
his Authority ought in reaſon to com- 
mand, or is ſuppoſed to do; for who 
regards to keep filence for the Cryer's 
Authority ? 


Farther (till : If 1 was in ſuch Power 
and Authority as Lawfully to give ano- 
ther his Oath, it I according to the 
Form thereof, do ſay to the Jurer, you 
ſhall ſwear the Truth, the whole Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth: Let none 
ſay that I am a Lyer, if the Witneſs do's 


' ſwear an untruth, and nothing but un- 
truth; for ſaying to him you ſhall ſwear 
the Truth, and nothing but the Truth. 


Let not any Man think, if I adminiſter 
an Oath to him, that I undertake or 


| promiſe that he ſball ſwear what is true; 
or that it affects me, if he ſwear what 


is falſe; but underſtand the Form,of you 
ſhall do ſo or ſo, in the ſenſe of, you 
ought to do ſo or ſo, or you do here 

engage 


(#3 
engage to do ſo or ſo, or incurr the dif- 
pleaſure of God againſt your own Saul, 


not againſt mine, if you do not ſwear 


the Truth, in Righteouſneſs, in Judg- 


ment. 


Thus, when the Miniſter gives the 
Exhortation to the Godfathers and 


Godmothers, in theſe words: Foraſ- 
much as this Child hath promiſed by you 


his Sureties, &c. That he may know theſe 
things the better, ye hall] call upon hin 


to hear Sermons, and chiefly ye | (hall ] pro- 
vide that he may learn the Creed, &«. 
Who looks upon this Form as promiſſory 
at all in the Miniſter ? Tho it runs in 
the terms ye ſhall, ye ſhall; as tho it 


was engaging for the Sureties themſelves, 


that they ſhould do ſuch and ſuch 
things in diſcharge of their duty and 
ſuretiſhip undertaken for the Baptized In 


fant. 


Perhaps you may ſay, Why ſhould 
not the Father and the Mother of an 
Infant be its Repreſentative, or underta- 


ker, rather than any other? Who are 
more 
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more nearly concerned to provide fof 
the Good of its Soul, or more engaged, 


more in duty bound to ſee to thats per- 


forming of its Baptiſmal Vow, and to 
its keeping of Covenants? 


'Tis Granted, that there does lie an 


undo ibted Charge or Duty upon Parents, 


to bring up their Children in the Nur- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord, or to 
reſtrain them from what is vicious; and 
it is owned too, that Children being com- 


monly brought up in their Parents Houſe, 


the Parents may have greater advantages, 


or frequenter opportunities of doing them 


Good, both by their Example and Pre- 
inſtilled into them when young, 


and like a tender twig eaſily to be bent 
and turned one way or other. 


But let 
none think, that the God fathers and God- 


mothers are to 2 the duty of na- 
tural Parents, 


o as by a full diſcharge 
given them; and if they do not take 


away the Charge incumbent on Parents, 


is there not moſt ſafety in the multitude 
of Counſellors ? Are the Parents ſo well 


able to perform themſelves alone, ſo 


much 


(5) 
much as with additional help of two or we 
three more called to their aſſiſtance? (ur 
Then it is obſervable, that in Baptiſm a bet 
new Name is given, and commonly tœo do! 
the Name of one or more of the Spon- be 
ſors, as tho the Infant was to be rec. cer 
kon d the Natural Ofi-ſpring of its na- baj 
tural Parents, and thc Spiritual Off. ſpring ſcr 
of its Spiritual ones; and if the Spiritu- [eff 
al ones are excuſcd from its natural! ha 
maintenance, they may at an caſie rate Sai 
provide ſomewhat for its Spiritual ch: 
Growth, the ſincere Milk of the Word, of 
or ſtrong Meat, for thoſe of great! hi: 
Strength, going from Grace to Grace, | his 
and from Vertue to Vertue, till they 
come to be perfect Men in Chriſt Jeſus, 
But beſides all this, is it not poſſible for hi 
the Parents to die ere the Child be pt 
brought to Baptiſm, or be Inſidels in 
themſelves, whether that be likely to 
happen now among us or not? 8 

Tis reaſonable to think, that the Souls | rat 
of little Children ſhall be a confidera- th 
ble part of the number of the Souls | pt 
that ſhall be faved ; and our Church | fir 
docs declare, that it is certain by God's | Bi 

| word,. 
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or word, that Children which are Baptized, 
e) (underſtand by lawful Miniſters) dying 
n 2. before they commit actual fin, are un- 
co. doubtedly ſaved ; therefore if there 
n. be any manner of doubt to be made con- 
ec. cerning the ſafety of thoſe that die Un- 
na: baptized; or if to die fo, afford any 
ng ſcruple to be thought of concerning its 
tu- leſſening but in the leaſt degree, the 
ral! happineſs of fuch : Take heed, left in 
ate Saint Johns Logick, it amount to an un- 
ual charitableneſs inconſiſtent with the Love 
rd, of God dwelling in him, for one to ſee 
cat his Brother have need, and to ſhut up 
ce, his Compaſſion from him. 
ey 
us. If it be barbarous to do any thing-to 
for hinder the Natural Birth, after conce- 
be | ption : Can the new Birth be obſtructed 
els | innocently ? 
to | 

The Church thinks it fit for the Cu- 
uls | rates of every Pariſh, often to edmoniſh 
ra- the People, that they defer not the Ba- 
uls ptiſm of their Children longer than the 
ch | firſt or ſecond Sunday next after their 
ds | Birth, or other Holiday falling between, 
rd, unleſs 


(610 
unleſs upon a great and rcafonable cauſ v 
to be approved by the Curate : Gay ane 
grant that the neglecting to oblerve thy co 
Rule, has not hinder'd, or may nd W. 
hereafter prevent the Baptiſm of Thoif 141 
ſands; and if the Reafon was to be ap 1g 
proved of by the Curate: I ſhould ng! 
willingly be that Curate that ſhall er ſho 
danger the bringing a young Child & tho 
Crit, rather than not have it broug [ter 
in all its finery, or attended with a nee 
2701s Train, or the Ordinance follouſthu 
cd with a Feaſt. Not as if theſe thing®* 
wore to be condemned neither, whey" 
to done with ſafety to the Child 
and duc rezard had to the order of Ma. 


Church. for 
an 


11 
he 


and 


But in{t-3d of procraſtination or put 
ing off fron day to day; we are moſt 
ready to have our Children Baptizec 
than ſome Miniſters are to Baptize then 
if any do ſay: We are for having it done 
out of hand as ſoon as they are bon 10 
if any ſhall urge; and are glad if we cas 
get a Mini ter to Baptize them, and ruh 2 
and go, and ask, and intreat it as a ff 

VOL 


(11) 
f your, and plead, and excuſe, and tetg, 
and invent, if not more than is true, 
Ito procure its being done in all hafte: 
nd What would King fares the Firlt have 
of faid to this, it there be no Snake lurk- 
ling under it, it he would not determine, 
Whether Children dying unbaptized 
nt ſhould be damn'd or not? But if he 
1 othought it a damnable Sin for a Mini- 
1of{tr to refuſe to baptize them; what- 
meer he would have ſaid to it, I anſwer 
thus ; namely, that when a Kindneſs is 
Ja5ked, it ought not to be in ſuch Mat- 
beilters as a Man is not at Liberty to do, 
nilkvithout incurring the diſpleaſure of the 
e ($14; thus it is an unreaſonable thing 
for one to entreat as a favour at the 
hands of another, that he would ſteal 
puſ® Horſe for him. See whether the 
monenurch do's not order Curates to warn 
zelle People, that without great Cauſe 
hen and Neceſſity, they procure not their 
donchildren to be baptized at Home in 
boneir Houſe ; the words are without 
e callle great Cauſe, having a little before 
rl ad Great and reaſonable Cauſe to be 
a {FPproved by the Curate; as if they 


vol B ſhould 


(13 } 
(hould not have their Children baptized at 


home, unleſs the Curate thought there 
was ſufficĩent reaſon for ſo doing. 


But the Child is young, if they ſay, 
and we tear the carry ing it out may en- 
danger its Life, and we are willing to 
make but one trouble for all. ö 


If this be the beſt, or the whole 
Plea ; then, firſt, Let none think the 
Church uncharitable and hard-hearted 
toward the Bodies of young and ten- 
der Infants, while it expreſſes ſo mac 
Charity or Concern tor their Souls. The 
Church is ſo conſiderate, as to alloy 
of pouring Water upon the Child, i 
weak, inſtead of dipping it; and hs 
compoſed or ſet forth a Direction f 
the Baptizing of Infants at home i 
their Houſes: If not allo ſuffering 
niſters to Celebrate that Holy Sacramen 
without Godfathers and Godmothers i 
caſe of Neceſſity; whether with N 
anzen, it allows any Chriſtian, in 


of Neceſſity, to Baptize the Infant, 9 


not. 
Th 
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Then ſecondly , Perhaps it would be 
an hard matter tor one to thew where 
many, if ever one Child carctully 
look't after , did come ſhort home a- 
gain, for no other Reaſon , upon no o- 
ther Account, but only for being carried 
to Church. 


And thirdly , If many Men and Wo- 

en have catch'd their Death by going 
abroad, or by being at Church, or in 
going to Receive the Holy Sacrament 
of Chriſt's moſt bleſſed Body and 
Blood there : What 1s the Ergo, what 
will you conclude from thence ; will 
you lay, Theretore it was a raſh or 
a mad thing in them to go out into 
the Cold, or to venture themſelves in 


| the Rain? It ſo; take heed that by the 


ſame way of arguing, you are not 
forced to bid adicu to all Marketting 


| and Journeying , to all Viſiting the Sick, 
even to Phyſicians going atter their 


lick Patients, or to any Man's ordinary 
Buſineſs, walking abroad, or locking 


out at the Door, or Window, or chang- 


ing of Clothes, for cooler in Summer, 
B 2 or 


(14) 
or but for cleanlineſs; if Death has 
ſometimes happened through the mcans 


| of thele Things. 
| 


As to the Miniſter's Profit, let none 
ſay, He forbears to go home to 
Peoples Houſes for that; it may ſeem 
rather directly againſt him in that Point, | 
to Baptize at Church; there being no 
Feaſts uſually made there upon ſucli oc- 
caſions, if ſo much as a ſmall Gratuity 
ever given. 


And if it be thought unſeemly or un- 
couth for a Miniſter to marry People 
at Home, or unuſual to give them the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in their 
Parlours , unleſs upon their Sick Beds ve 
or Couches; why ſhould not the Of- in 
fice of one Sacrament be performed in 
its proper place, as well as the other, 
eſpecially if there be a peculiar Foy 
nient one appcinted for either ? 


 ASEr_=zW_=Z_AESCATC TR Þzj*S.m acct: : 


| at 


liv 
i Why ſhould any Man that loves the Ch 
Church, and profeſſes himſelf to be a! it 


Son of it; ſo much as ſuffer his Chi anc 
dren 


(15 
' dren to be Baptized any where elſe if 
be might, but upon Neceſſity? 


if a Child be Baptized at home 
> with Godfathers and Godmothers, with 
o the Office of Publick Baptiſm, it may 
n {eem not altogether fo proper to ſay, 
t | Grant that whoſoever is | here] dedicated 
o to thee by our Office and Mvniſtry, &c. 
if in a Chamber, where perhaps never 
ty any were before dedicated to God, or 
ſhall be afterwards. If it be Baptized 
with the Private Office of Baptiſm, that 
m-; neither ſigns with the Sign of the Croſs, 
dle nor receives into the Congregation of 
he Chriſts Flock, in that other ſolemn 
eir Form of doing it; tho, I confels , the 
ds very Baptizing ot a Perſon may ſeem 
. ia Effect to receive into Chriſt's Fold. 
in | 
jet, And if you are for having Baptiſm 
my at home to ſave trouble ; ſee wherein 
that can be thus faved , if the Child 
lives, and that follows which the 
the Church thinks Expedient; namely, it 
x 2 It be afterward brought into the Church, 
ih and all that done which you may find 
dren | B 3 in 


i 
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in Private Baptiſm, and the Godfathers 
and Godmothers there undertake. Which 
{ome People, perhaps that are apt enough 
to think it an intolerable Charge of 
Duty to take upon them, may be ready 
enough to look upon as cſcaped , if 
chevy, upon the Queſtions and Demands 
made to them , look but another way, 
and make no anſwer, or ſtand as (tiff 
as tho in Armour, without giving ſo 
much Conſent as a Nod or Curſy a- 
mounts to. 


RED e 


And take heed , leſt ſome who are 
willing to perform the charitable Ot- 
fice of "Godmother at another time, have 
a Superſtitious Dread upon them of | 
doing it when with Child; whereas 
ſuch might do it the rather to en- 
gage others to do the ſame for them 
„gain, who are ſo ſoon like to ſtand j in 
need of their Retaliation. 0 


Vherefore, let none raiſe ſuch Winds 
of Doctrine upon the Waters of Ba- 
ptiſm, to diſturb and trouble them, ſo as p 
to hinder them in their courſe. 


And 
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And if the Parents of St. Auguſtiuc, 
St. Jerom , and St. Ambroſe, did deferr 
the Baptiſm of theſe their Children till 
the thirtieth Year of their Age; or if 
Conſtantine the Empcrour did deſerr his 


till twice ſo long, to the ſixty fifth 


year of his Age, till he thought Death 


approaching; let not any Man ſcem 


to be contentious, if we now have 10 


ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Church of God. 
And it you plead for the defer- 


ring of Baptiſm till riper years, the 


Church requires Godfachers and God- 


; mothers ſtill, as you may fee in the 
- Office of Baptiſm for ſuch ; whether 


the charging of Duty upon them be 
equivalent to that in the other Offices, 
or not. 


If any ſcruple to Anſwer for the 
Children of ſuch Parents as are of a 
different Perſwaſion from themſelves, 
as ſuſpecting that they will bring their 
Children up in their own Opinion and 
belief, in their on Practice; (till, un- 
B 4 leſs 
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leſs I could, and did promiſe , when < 


Sponſor, to give the Baptized Infant! Je 
Grace; (which how can I cither be} #/ 
asked, or thought to do?) if I per- 7 
form the part of a Godiather to ſuch: C 
Let none think that J am wanting in my] „. 
Duty to the Child undertaken tor, it ln 
diſcharge my ſelf in all that it is poſſi G 
ble for me to do; ſuch as Inſtruction 4 


Advice, Admonition, Benediction, Pray 
ing ior, &c. E 


b 
Ovicrve the Exhortation or Directi- ] 4 
on of the Church, how the Duty oth « 
Godfathers and Godmothers is to be 
performed, and fce whether it runs 
not thus: Foruſiuuc h as | this Child) hath} d 
premiſed by you his Sareties , to renounce} t 
ihe Devil aud all his Works , to beliete 
in God, and to ſerve him : Ve muſt re- 

actaber that it is your part and duties, F 
jo ſce that this Infant be taught, jo ſoon} | 
us be fhall he able to learn, what a ſe! ( 
baum Jom, Promiſe, aud Profeiſion | be] ! 
hath here made by zou; and that he mi t 
know theſe things the better, | ye ] ſhall! 1 
call upon him to hear Sermons , and | 


chef) | 


on 


— 
. . 
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hea} chiefly . je] ſhall provide that le may 
Fant! learn the Creed, the Lord's Prayer , and 
r be! the Tem Commandments in the Vulgar 
per. Tongue , and all other things that 2 
ich: Chriſtian ought to hnow and believe to 
my li Soul's health ;, and that this Child 
it || may be dertuonſiy brought up to lead a 
offi! Godly and a Chriſtian Life , remembring 
ion always that Baptiſm doth repreſent unto 
ray- ws our Profeiſton, which 1s to fellow the 
Example of our Saviour Chriſt , and to 
le made like unto him; that as he died 
<Cti-| and roſe again ſor us, ſo ſhould we who 
oll are baptized, die from ſin , and riſe a- 
be gein unto righteouſneſs ; continually mor- 
runs} tifying all our evil and corrupt Affe- 
hath; dions, and daily proceeding in all Ver- 
unce tne and Godlin:ſs of Living. 

reve! 
re.. Now confider whether the Baptized 
ies, þ Perſon is not to be taught of his God- 
ſoon} fathers and Godmothers, that it is the 
% Child it ſelf that ſtands bound, by 
be]! Promiſe; or that is to do what ano- 
mij ther cannot do tor it. For how can 
ſhall I believe for another Adult Perſon to 
and his Salvation, or mortifie the Deeds 
bie) 9 


(20) 
of the Fleſh, ſo as to kill Sin in him 
And therefore if I put him in min 
of, and in a way how to do the 
things for himſelf, and call upon him, 
and upon God for him; if the Man 
will be brutiſh and hate reproof, and 
ſhut his Eyes, and ſtop his Ears, 


27 


Dec 


have I the Key of David to open 
them? 


If any are afraid to undertake for: 


Perſon that they are never like to le}, 


again ; who knows whether my next 
Neighbour may not be far removed 
from me into a diſtant part of the 
World; and yet it I did not ſcrupk 
to Anſwer for any at all , for whom 
leſs than for the Child of my Netglt 
bour or Acquaintance ? 


But whether the baptized Perſon| 


hereafter prove Orthodox or Heretical, 
lives under my Eye, or in a foreign 
Country, be a good Liver, or an ill; 
mark in what wiſe the Church or 
ders the Prieſt to ſpeak unto the God: 
fathers and Godmothers : Dearly Belo. 


ved, 


3 


(21) 


all theſe ihings that ye have prayed for, 
which promiſe he for his part will moſt 
(wrely keep and perform :; wherefore after 
this Promiſe made by Chriſt , this Infant 
| muſt alſo faithfully for his part, promiſe 
by you that are his Surcties ( until he 
come of Age to take it upon himfelf ) 
that he will renounce the Devil, &c. 
Now it the Promiſe made by the 
Surctics be but till the baptized Infant 
come of Age to take it upon himſelf; 
how can it be capable of committing 
Actual Sin, till it come to ſuch an 


Age as to underſtand and diſcern be- 


tween Good and Evil? wherefore , if 
when the Child be grown, the Spon- 
ſors Obligation ceaſeth ; and if till then 
[the Child is not capable of commit- 
ting Sin, ſo as to have it imputed ; 
how little, if any Charge, according 
to this, may ſeem to lye upon the God- 
tathers and Godmothers ! 


Never. 


(22) 


Nevertheleſs it might be a good wine 
to keep a Catalogue of thoſe Perſoqut 
that we have Anſwered for, to put 
the better in mind to call upon they A 
to remember the Proicthon made tPart 
God in Baptiſm; and it any ſhall df 
the like, the better to remember them ife 
in their Wills, or to (hine in the Eq;hol 
erciſe of their Bounty toward them ind 
the Courſe of their Lite ; ſuch Goodiab! 
nets ſhewed to them, may the betteſhe 
prepare the way for good Inſtructionsffor 
or win upon the Affections ; fo as to l 
their moſt ſerious Admonitions ſiniſbe 
deep into their Hearts, when they have 
ſuch Tokens of the Love they bei 
to them, that do ſo kindly Adviſeſcel 
and Counſel them, not ſecking thein to 
but them. to 

But yct let none reckon it as a Genl 
of an unkind Sponſor, if the firſt Kind- ſc 
nels and Charity be not back'd with}ar 
many others; as tho to do one good 
turn, did call for and claim the do- tc 
ing of many more for ever after; or : 1 
ö 


( 23) 
it was to bc counted for breach of 
| wiriendſhip,to do a ſingle Act of it with- 


rſonhut another allo to ſecond it. 


Again, I do not fee the neceſſity of 
urtners being ſuited to a point, either 
df Age, or Quality, or Condition of 
thenife. In the Celebration of the other 
- y Sacrament, that of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood, the Poor are reckoned ſui- 
le Companicns enough for the Rich; 
ettethe Young for the Old; the Married 
tonsfor the Unmarried ; ſo as to become 
ueſts together at Chriſt's Table, or to 
lmibe Partakers of one Eread together. 


ben And if it be cſicemed ſuch an ex- 
viſeſcellent Good Work to give Gifts for 
ein to raile Portions for poor Servants , or 
for putting Youth out Apprentice, or 
for Almſhouſes for the Aged and De- 
liga crepit, why might it not be good al- 
ind ſo to dedicate to the Encouragement, 
vith and to provide a Remedy againſt the 
ood Charge of bringing young Children 
do- to Chriſt > And as touching the Spi- 
r 3} ritual Charge or Underiaking , who can 
i imagine 


— - — — — — — a 
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(24) 
imagine, that it the Miniſter ask's Wa 
I will be baptized in this Faith, aſſſ and 
the Rehcarlal of the Articles of und 
Creed, lie {peaks of me, who may {We 
luppoled to have been Baptized loy( [ 
ſince? And if I anlwer, That is das; 
Dyfere;, who do's not ſee the Queltiqti 
and Anſwer to be to framed, as th 


to affect the Perſon to be Baptized, r 


ther than the Sponſor ? 


And then as to the Sacrament | 
ſelf , if any do {light that Holy Ord 
nance , as tho altogether inſignificant} - 
let them conſider, it there was but on 
place in the World where Baptiſe 
could be Adminiſtred , and but by th 
Hands of one only Perſon, how the 
ſhould prize it. Tis ſaid of the 
gliſh Saxons imbracing Chriſtianity, thi 
in one day, Ten thouſand Men, beſide 
2 Multitude of Women, and Childre 
were Baptized by the Hands of P. 
linus Archbiſhop of York. And if 1 
ny have not been Baptized in the 
Infancy, or Childhood, let them no 
be ſo aſhamed of Chriſt, and hi 


Ways 


(48) 
Ks, Ways, as not to dare to own Him, 
afſſ and Liſt themſelves manfully to fight 
F ü under his Banner, againſt Sin, the 
ay World, and the Devil. Let them not 
lo Luke 7. 30.) reje the Counſel of God 
75 zgainſt themſelves, in being not Ba- 
eltic ptized. 
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Books printed for re Bontoic at th 
| Lion in St. Paul's Church yard. 
Defence of Dioceſun Epiſcopocy, in Anſuer 

Book of Mr. David oben, lately publiſhedg 
tituled, Primitive Epiſcopacy. By Hnry Maurice D. D. 
Second Edition. : 
Devotional Poe ms, Feſtival and Practical, cn femelt 
the Chief Chriſtian Feſtivals, Faſts, Graces , Vere 
rc. for the uſe of his Country Parithioners, eſpecial 
the younger and pious Per ſons. By a Clergy-man O'S 
Country. . 
The Art of Catechiũng. or the Compleat Catechf 
Ia tour Parts. 1. The Church Catechiim reſolved iu 
eatic Queſtions. 2. An Ex poſition of it in a continue 
tull, and plain Diſcourſe. 3. The Church Carechif 
reſolved into Scripture Proofs. 4. The whole Duty 
Man reduced into Queſti n fitted tor the meaneſt Caps 
cities, the weakeſt A me rics, rhe plaineſt Teachers, 
the moſt uninſtructcd Learners. : 2 
A practical Dilcourſe of the Sin againſt the Holy Gh 
thewing plainly, 1. What it is. 2. How any Perſon 
may certainly know, wherhcr he has been guilty of 
Detigned to bring Encc uragement to the Faithful Peat 
rent, Tranquillity ot Mind to the Obedient, Joys to rhe 
that Love, and the Rerurning Sinner from Defp 
tion. : 
Letters of Religion and Vertue ro ſeveral Gentleme® 
and Ladies, in Oppoſition to the  Protaneneſs and Ow 
ſcenity ot thoſe not long ſince publiſhed under t 


Brown, &c. 2 
The Pattern of a Holy Lite. A Sermon preached 
St. Pauls Cathedral, before the Right Honourable the L 
Mayor, and Court of Aldermen, Decemb. 8. 1699. being ul 
iccond Sunday in Advent. 5 
A Sermon againſt Prophane Swearing, preach'd ar$ 
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AMargaret's Heſininſler, Octob. g. 1700. Both by CEriſtophll 4 


I Ihen A. M. Lecturer of St. Aſurgarets Heſt minſter. 
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